
Friday 27 November - Thursday 10 December 2009 
From the Headmaster……… 

You may have noticed my absence from school this week, 
(and if you have not it is due to the wonderful job done by 
Camilla Balfour my Deputy and the rest of the senior 
team!).  I have spent the past four days inspecting another 
Pre-Prep and Prep School in Canterbury in my role as an 
ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate) Inspector. 
 

Such an experience brought two things immediately to my 
mind; firstly that there is much to be learnt from others, 
regardless of how much you think you know already, but it 
also reinforced to me what a wonderful school we have here 
at Eaton Square. 
 

The end of the Autumn term is one of the most exciting 
times of the year for the children as Christmas approaches 
with all that it brings.  However, the Eaton Square 
Christmas experience including three school buildings 
transformed into a Christmas wonderland overnight (a 
visitor a few years ago commented our School looked better 
than Harvey Nichols!) the various parties that take place 
for both children and parents and the wonderful musical 
celebrations of Christmas by children of all ages, require an 
enormous amount of hard work.  The School could not 
possibly manage this without help and more than ever at 
this time we value the tremendously supportive relationship 
that we have with our parents at Eaton Square School.  The 
poem below by Ray A. Lingenfelter, entitled ‘Unity’ 
demonstrates very clearly the importance of such 
relationships. 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there, 
The clay they used was a young child's mind 
And they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher: 
the tools she used were books and music and art; 
One was a parent 
With a guiding hand and gentle loving heart. 
And when at last their work was done, 
They were proud of what they had wrought. 
For the things they had worked into the child 
Could never be sold or bought! 
And each agreed she would have failed 
if she had worked alone. 
For behind the parent stood the school, 
and behind the teacher stood the home! 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Thursday 10th December - School Children’s Christmas Party 
11.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. and Nursery Christmas Parties 

Children’s Christmas Lunch 

End of Term for Nurseries at 12.30 p.m. (No afternoon Nursery 
School). 

End of Term for School at 2.00 p.m. 

Monday 14th – Friday 18th December - Holiday School 

Tuesday 5th January - Start of Spring Term 

 Thursday 10 December 2009 - Friday 15 January 2010 
From the Headmaster……… 

The Christmas Story has been a unifying factor in all our 
festive celebrations over the last week.  We have enjoyed 
the children improving their sounding out skills in the 
28 & 30 and Ringrose Nursery production of ‘C-H-R-I-
S-T-M-A-S spells Christmas’; and the Innkeeper 
eventually sharing his morning feast with others, in The 
Boltons and Eaton Square Kindergarten, Knightsbridge 
production of ‘The Innkeeper’s Breakfast’. 

The Pre-Prep and Year Two production of ‘The Spirit 
of Christmas’ was a real delight.  The music for the show 
was composed by our very own Mr Simon and the lyrics 
and play written by Miss Gemma.  Colourful costumes, 
confident acting and singing really brought the clever 
story to life.  The children thoroughly enjoyed 
performing this lovely play where they searched for the 
lost spirit of Christmas, finally finding it within 
themselves. 

Our Carols by Candlelight service for the Junior and 
Senior Schools was a truly special occasion.  A mixture 
of word perfect readings (though not a script in sight, 
apart from the Headmaster!) and beautiful ‘Carols from 
Around the World’ sung by three choirs, comprising 
every child from Year Three upwards, delighted the 
congregation. 
 

I leave you this term with a lovely Christmas blessing 
from our evening of Carols at St Michael’s Church. 

The glitter of tinsel. 
The twinkling of lights. 
 
Warmth that fires from love. 
Smiles that light your heart. 
 
Laughter that comes from true happiness. 
Music to soothe your soul. 
 
The company of those you hold dear. 
The wisdom to enjoy simplicity. 
 
May this Christmas gift you with  
all the many blessings of life. 
 

Wishing you all an enjoyable holiday with family and 
friends. 

The Spirit of 
Christmas 



FROM THE PTA 
Miss Gemma would like to say a huge thank you to all the children 
in the Pre-Prep and Year 2 for their hard work on ‘The Spirit of 
Christmas’.  They did a spectacular job, and the support from staff 
and parents made the occasion very special.  

Olivia Boeckman and Maria Carretero (Year 2) created this 
artwork for Miss Gemma to say thank you to her! 

Dear Parents, 

This last week has been all about Christmas and we have 
enjoyed the Christmas Carol and the beautiful Christmas plays 
at St Michael’s Church. We would like to thank Celeste 
Shirvani and Shannon Seidenstein and the many people who 
helped to decorate the Church so beautifully. 

Also, ENORMOUS THANK YOU to everyone who took 
part in the decorating evening at school and really contribute 
to create such a Christmassy and festive atmosphere, especially 
the children for making such beautiful creations. 

A special thank you also goes to Muna Baddour, Ana Miranda, 
Parul Kanji and Alison Payne for their help and hard work in 
bringing it together. The good news is that everyone is hired 
back for next year!!! 

On Monday morning all children had a “wow” and a big smile 
on their faces and you could tell that they were enjoying 
looking around them. 

Presents are accumulating under the Christmas trees in the 
three main buildings. They will be delivered to Childhood 
First, which is the school chosen charity for this year 
(www.childhoodfirst.org.uk). Thank you for your kindness 
and generosity. 

The new Eaton Square School 2010 calendar was distributed 
last week and we would like to take the opportunity to thank 
Diane May for her time and dedication to the making of 
another great calendar. 

There are still some copies available, so if you would like one, 
please contact us or one of the school offices. 

Also, another thank you to Richard Moore for taking pictures 
at the Infant play. 

We still need volunteers to take Christmas decorations down 
on 4th January at St Michael’s Church. 

Please contact Shannon Seidenstein or Celeste Shirvani 

shannon.seidenstein@googlemail.com and 
c.shirvani@btinternet.com 

Gabrielle and I would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas, 
a Happy and Healthy New Year and …. Very Happy 
Holidays! 

 

Nathalie Teilhard de Chardin Gabrielle Power 

PTA President   Vice President 

Christmas Around  
the World—Carol Concert 




