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From the Headmaster.........for the final time.....

An extract from the Headmaster’s Prize Giving address.

It is true education that | want to talk about for a moment or two. As
Headmaster elect of my new school in Kent, | have been asked many
times already, by prospective parents, by current parents and by staff-
all anxious, for various reasons - what my vision for the school is? A
difficult question and one that is impossible to answer until you have
got underneath the skin of a school to understand its workings.

A better question would perhaps be, “What really matters?”

Well, Principles matter. Some things are non-negotiable. Whatever
the government does to examinations and qualifications, however
culture alters; as generations come and go, even as the Eaton Square
School swimming team move from winning to losing ways and back
again; values do not change. As | remember the many children who
have graduated from the blue caps and the many staff that have
worked here, I am reminded that this school has always stood for
certain things: for ambition, respect, kindness, awareness, sensitivity,
duty and curiosity. Long may that continue. Principles matter.

So does the Product. Another question | am asked frequently on
parent tours is “what sort of child does the School produce?” As|
see the diversity of prize winners today, as | reflect on the leaving
Year Six girls and Year Eight boys who embody so many
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characteristics as a collective group in what has been a

highly successful year, there is no monochrome
answer. Nor should there be. We do not produce
clones.

Passion matters. The rather vapid world of computer
games, reality television and Facebook can all too
easily engulf us and make us a generation where to
care is to be uncool; where to dare to express opinions
is to tread on the toes of the politically correct; where
all is processed packaging; where the question asked in
classrooms is ‘do we need to know this?’; where all is
utilitarian, formulaic, and dull. Samuel Butler said,
“The man who lets himself be bored is even more
contemptible than the bore’. He was right. We must
teach pupils passionately, teach them to think for
themselves; teach them to want to win and how to lose,
above all we must not just avoid them being bored but
teach them how to be curious and excited about
learning.

Partnership matters too. Gone are the days, | hope,
where parents and school do not work together. The
partnership between the school and our parents is
massively facilitated by our amazing PTA. | would
like to thank our Co-Chairs this year, Nathalie Teilhard
de Chardin and Gabrielle Voumard for their
commitment in ensuring that the community aspect of
our school continues so strongly.

And so back to vision. Young men and women who
leave the school should do so confident without being
arrogant; aware of their strengths and their weaknesses;
as knowledgeable and compassionate citizens; able to
ask the right questions; to be life-long learners; and be
ready for the next step.

Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 7* July - Year 4 Trip to Hampton Court
Last Day of Afternoon Clubs in all Nurseries
Last day of Afternoon Nursery School

Thursday 8* July - End of Term for Nurseries at
12.30 pm. (No afternoon Nursery School).
End of Term for School at 2.00 pm.

Wednesday 8* September - New Academic Year

commences. Start of Autumn Term.




Dear Parents,

Time goes by so quickly!! It is hard to believe that a year has
gone by and that the summer holidays are here again. As we
try to reflect over the past year, we have all the “Grease” songs
and dances coming to our mind.

We would like to thank every parent who has helped and
supported all the PTA events and activities throughout the
year. In particular, we would like to thank all the Class Reps,
the Chairs and Co-Chairs for putting their hands up to help.
It is only with all your commitment and hard work that our
events and activities have been possible. Thank you all.

My thanks also go to Shannon Seidenstein, our PTA Secretary
and Debra Mitchell, our Treasurer for all their hard work and
support during this past year.

There was one last event this term, and that was the School
Dance for years 2 and 3; the theme this year was “Wild West
Dance”. Thanks to Debra Mitchell and Melissa Vucekovich
for planning such a fun party and to all the parents who

helped.

Last but not least, a very, very special thank you to Mr David
for his constant support of the PTA for all the years at Eaton
Square School; he will be missed by all.

We wish Mr David and his famﬂy our very best in his new
challenge.

We wish you all a wonderful and great summer.

Nathalie Teilhard de Chardin
PTA President

Gabrielle Power

Vice President

THANK YOU

An ENORMOUS thank you to all the teachers and parents who
took photos and contributed to the Eaton Square School Year

Book this year. Special thanks must go to Catherine Perez, Gabrielle
Voumard, Celeste Shirvani, Leslie Santos, Nathalie Teilhard de
Chardin, Adriana Rodriguez, all of whom were tireless in providing
me with photos and all the other parents who sent me CDs or
emails of photos. Your support was very much appreciated.

There will be Year Books for sale in the 79 foyer at the end of term

in case you missed placing your order.

Miss Kris

Knightsbridge Kindergarten

went to see the Elephant Parade at Royal Hospital Gardens on
Monday. Below is a photo with the elephant called Cloudia. Can
you see why she was called that?

SECOND HAND UNIFORM
SALE

The next second hand uniform sale will be on Tuesday 14th
September 3.50- 4.30pm & Wednesday 15th September 8.30
-9.15 at 79...if you also want to add The PTA will gratefully
accept donations of Second Hand Uniform from families
Ieaving the school. Could all other donations and consignment
stock please remain at home until the beginning of September

Elizabet hiss
Boeckman

(Year 4) competed in the Thames
Turbo's Aquathon recently. She came
6th out of 43 9-10 year olds, with a 150
metre swim and 1,500 metre run. She
had a great time and is keen to try out a
full triathlon. Well done Elizabeth; we
are very proud of all your sporting

Year 4 have a full day School trip to Hampton Court on

Wednesday 7* July. Please bring packed lunches in disposable
containers and up to £4 for the shop. The children will need to

wear full school uniform with blazers and hats please.

Congratulations...

....to Miss Nathalie (Headmistress of the
Boltons) and her husband on the birth of
their first child, a son called Oscar
Francis; born at Chelsea & Westminster
and weighing 71b
90z.

Congratulations
also go to Miss
Tori  (Learning
Support teacher) and her husband on
the birth of their daughter Audrey Eve,
born on April 18th.







