
Friday 27 November - Thursday 10 December 2009 
From the Headmaster……… 

You may have noticed my absence from school this week, 
(and if you have not it is due to the wonderful job done by 
Camilla Balfour my Deputy and the rest of the senior 
team!).  I have spent the past four days inspecting another 
Pre-Prep and Prep School in Canterbury in my role as an 
ISI (Independent Schools Inspectorate) Inspector. 
 

Such an experience brought two things immediately to my 
mind; firstly that there is much to be learnt from others, 
regardless of how much you think you know already, but it 
also reinforced to me what a wonderful school we have here 
at Eaton Square. 
 

The end of the Autumn term is one of the most exciting 
times of the year for the children as Christmas approaches 
with all that it brings.  However, the Eaton Square 
Christmas experience including three school buildings 
transformed into a Christmas wonderland overnight (a 
visitor a few years ago commented our School looked better 
than Harvey Nichols!) the various parties that take place 
for both children and parents and the wonderful musical 
celebrations of Christmas by children of all ages, require an 
enormous amount of hard work.  The School could not 
possibly manage this without help and more than ever at 
this time we value the tremendously supportive relationship 
that we have with our parents at Eaton Square School.  The 
poem below by Ray A. Lingenfelter, entitled ‘Unity’ 
demonstrates very clearly the importance of such 
relationships. 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
And watched two sculptors there, 
The clay they used was a young child's mind 
And they fashioned it with care. 
One was a teacher: 
the tools she used were books and music and art; 
One was a parent 
With a guiding hand and gentle loving heart. 
And when at last their work was done, 
They were proud of what they had wrought. 
For the things they had worked into the child 
Could never be sold or bought! 
And each agreed she would have failed 
if she had worked alone. 
For behind the parent stood the school, 
and behind the teacher stood the home! 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Saturday 15th May - National IAPs Swimming Championship 2010 
Finals  
U13 Queen Anne’s Tennis Tournament, Reading 
Sunday 16th – Friday 21st May - Year 6 Trip to Italy 
Monday 17th May - Year 5 Trip to The Globe Theatre and Tate 
Modern 
U8/9/10 Swimming Gala v Thomas’s Kensington, QMSC, 4.00 – 5.00 
pm 
Tuesday 18th May - RV Assembly at 9.00 am at St. Michael’s Church, 
Chester Square. All parents welcome. 
U9 A/B Rounders v Thomas’s Fulham, South Park, 2.15 pm  
U7/8/9 Swimming Gala v Garden House, Battersea Park School, 4.15-
5.00pm 
Wednesday 19th May - 30 Nursery trip to London Zoo 
Year One Perform Drama Workshops  
13+ Common Entrance French Listening and Mental Mathematics 
examinations in the Hall at No. 79 for Year 8 
U8 Rounders v Knightsbridge School, Battersea Park, 2.15 pm  
U8 A/B Cricket v Knightsbridge School, Battersea Park, 2.15 pm 
Interschools Fencing Match, QMSC Studio 2, 4.00-5.15 pm 
Thursday 20th May - Transition and Reception Perform Drama 
Workshops 
13+ Common Entrance French Oral examinations 
U9 A/B Rounders v Finton House, Battersea park, 2.15 pm 
Friday 21st May - Year 6 Rome Trip returns 
Monday 24th – Friday 28th May - Half Term Holiday 
Monday 31st May - BANK HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 1st June - Children return 
Tuesday 1st June  - Friday 5th June - Year 3-7 examinations 
Tuesday 1st June - 5M Assembly at 9.00 am at St. Michael’s Church, 
Chester Square. All parents welcome. 
U9 A/B Cricket v Knightsbridge School, Battersea Park, 2.15pm 
Wednesday 2nd June -  P.T.A. Meeting at for all P.T.A. 
Representatives at 8.50 am in Hall at No. 79 Eccleston Square 
Year 6 Sailing Club 
Friday 4th June - Knightsbridge Nursery trip on the Jenny Wren Barge 

Friday 14 May - Friday 4 June 2010 
From the Headmaster……… 

As we approach the half-term break, and subsequently the 
examination season in most schools including Eaton 
Square, I am often asked by parents about ways in which 
they can help their child study at home.  Homework 
(revision homework in particular) is a word that can send 
shivers down even the most patient parental spines.  Love it 
or hate it, it is an integral part of the educational 
experience, beginning when our children start school and 
continuing until they leave.  At first, it's actually quite 
enjoyable.  Just sit your toddler on your lap, we're told, and 
read a short picture book with them, discussing the story as 
it develops.  Soon words accompany the pictures and we 
take delight in their first efforts at reading. 

Then the words become sentences and the sentences 
become paragraphs.  We discover the importance of 
phonics and sit patiently with our off-spring as they pause 
over their new vocabulary.  Quite soon it’s spelling lists, 
then tables and before you know it is an hour each evening, 
but if the work is tough and the will is weak, then this can 
soon become much longer.  It's then that the tension grows. 

The older the child, the more homework.  The greater the 
number of children, the heavier the burden.  If you have 
three children in different year groups for example, you 
may find yourself helping with a difficult English 
comprehension, revising for a Science test, learning the 
three times table, revising for a French vocabulary test, 
completing an exercise on converting fractions to 
percentages, listening to reading and catching up with some 
sewing and piano practice all in the same evening!! 

There are of course, some children who conscientiously 
complete their work with the minimum of fuss and with a 
nominal amount of help. They are disciplined enough to 
delay watching television, playing on the Wii or other such 
leisure activities until their work is done.  Many however, 
including my own children, don't yet possess these 
qualities! 

So what is the secret of success, I hear you ask.  Well, it 
seems to me that work at home is most effective when we 
provide patient encouragement in an environment which is 
not too pressurised.  We should not intervene and control 
too much, but provide moral support and the necessary 
resources, both practical and intellectual.  From my own 
experience, I know it's easier said than done, but if we can 
all do this successfully, it will pay great dividends as our 
children become interested, confident, independent 
learners in their own right. 



FROM THE PTA 
Dear Parents, 

Quiz Night, our main social and fundraising event of the year 
was held on Thursday in the Great Hall of the Royal 
Hospital. It was wonderful to see so many people enjoying the 
evening. 

We would like to thank everyone who played a part in 
bringing about this special evening. Thank you to all the staff 
and parents who volunteered to help in many different ways – 
from setting up before the event, manning the bar, selling take 
a chance envelopes etc…- not to mention the clear up 
afterwards! 

Thank you to all committee members for their hard work, and 
most of all to the two Quiz Night Co-Chairs, Jane-Ellen 
Logler and Muna Baddour, for all their dedication and their 
enthusiasm. 

We would also like to thank all the parents who solicited or 
contributed prizes and auction items. Thank you for all for 
your support and your tremendous generosity! 

The Second Hand Uniform Sale went well, thank you to 
Melanie Tighe-Martin for her very efficient organisation.  It 
was really nice to see our children back into their Summer 
Uniform last Monday. 

As we look forward to our mid-term break, please note that 
the next PTA Meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd June. 

Have an enjoyable and restful half-term. 

 

 

Nathalie Teilhard de Chardin Gabrielle Power 

PTA President   Vice President 

CRICKET RESULTS 
We have had an excellent start to the cricket season with some notable scalps 
taken. The U.10A, U.11A and U.13A Teams all got off to winning starts. Many 
children deserve mention, but Alvaro Huete’s 72 runs against Newton Prep was 
the pick of the crop. It was a wonderful match winning batting performance and 
a pleasure to witness.  
Thursday, 6 May – U.10 Cricket v Cameron House (H). WON 144-110 
Friday, 7 May – U13A/B/C Cricket v Newton Prep (H) WON 118-114; 
LOST 112-115; WON 80-62 
Saturday, 8 May – U11 Cricket v Knightsbridge School (H) WON 294-212 
Monday, 10 May – U9A/B/C Cricket v Newton Prep (H) LOST 147-158; 
LOST 219-274; DREW 244-244 
Tuesday, 11 May – U9A Rounders v Knightsbridge School (A) WON 17-11 
Wednesday, 12 May – U11A/B/C Cricket v Newton Prep (H) DREW 62-62; 
LOST 144-147; WON 82-78 

Thank you to FULL SPEC for recently donating two sets of Sports Kit for 
our school teams. The children look fantastic in their new uniforms during 

their matches with other schools and they wear them with pride. 




